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3. This report Is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ sent to the applicant and to the international Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

□ sheets which supersede eariier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the intemational application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. □ (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) , containing a 

sequence listing and/br tables related thereto, in computer readable form only^ as indicated in the Supplemental 
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Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. 1 Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this itenn. 

□ This report Is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to In this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-16 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-13 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andA)r any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If Item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may jbe marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such s tatement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Citations 



International application No. 
PCT/EP2005/001270 



The documents mer>tioned in this International Prelinninary Report on Patentability 
(IPRP) are numbered as in the International Search Report (ISR) dated 04.07.05, i.e. 
D1 and D3 correspond to the first and the last document of the search report, 
respectively. The ISR has been established by this authority. 

D1 : patent abstract of Japan (JP 2003 06391 7) 
D2: JP 2003 063917 
D3: US 581 1092 

Re ITEM V (Novelty, inventive step, industrial applicability) 

1 Novelty (Art. 33(2) PCT) 

The subject-matter of claims 1-13 has not been made available to the public by any 
of the available prior art documents and can therefore be regarded as novel. 

2 Inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT) 

The subject-matter of claims 1-13 can be regarded as meeting the requirements of 
Art. 33(3) PCT. 

A process for the production of granules or pellets containing filamentous fungi 
comprising the step of adding a gelling agent through drop by drop contact with a 
solution containing a calcium salt has not been disclosed and cannot be derived from 
the available prior art in an obvious manner. 

The problem of providing an alternative method for preparing granules containing 
filamentous fungi while ensuring their stability and viability over long periods of time 
has been solved in an inventive manner. The present method does also not require a 
a complex and expensive apparatus, Including a tumbling granulator, as for instance 
disclosed in D2. 
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Industrial application (Art. 33(4) PCT) 

Claims 1-13 meet the criteria as set forth by Art. 33(4) PCT. 



Form PCT/Separate ShGBt/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-January 2004) 



